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The young generations’ “green” voice

The following paper proposes to bu ild  its 
argument upon a pop up of the recurrent ideas 
based on a main in terre lation  pattern as for 
instance the renowned rem ark ’’divide et im pera”:

T h e  r i c h  m a n  in  h is  c a s t le  
T h e  p o o r  m a n  at h is  g a te ;
H e  m a d e  t h e m  h ig h  a n d  l o w l y  
A n d  o r d e r e d  th e ir  e s t a t e 1.

Thus, a social inequality is being ‘naturalized’ 
that is literally, presented and perceived as nature 
or “god-given” when actually it is the product of a 
specific politics and power structure.

The political system of the left always had 
sustained that the invocation of nature was always 
a pretext that the latter was supposed to  disguise 
the political dimension and m ale social inequity 
and injustice judicial.

T oday’s time is very m uch confronting w ith  the 
am elioration and fight against the effects of

g l o b a l i z a t i o n  o n  th e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  B y  t a k i n g  as a 
s u p p o r t  o f  m y  d e b a t e  a b o u t  t h e  s u s t a in a b le  
d e v e l o p m e n t  s e v e r a l  l i t e r a r y  t e x t s  a p e r s o n a l  
c o n t r ib u t i o n  t o  th e  r a is e  o f  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  u t m o s t  
im p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  g r e e n  p a r k s  a n d  a rea s f o r  th e  
h e a l t h  o f  o u r  c i t iz e n s  is  o f f e r e d .

The cultural background of environm entalism

T h e  r e n o w n e d  j o u r n a l i s t  a n d  w r it e r  R o b e r t  
J u n g k  ( b o r n  in  1 9 1 3 ) w r o t e :

„ D i e  Z u k u n f t  h a t  s c h o n  b e g o n n e n  ’’[ “ T h e  
F u t u r e  h a s  a lr e a d y  b e g u n ] ,  „ S t r a h le n  a u s  d e r  
A s c h e ” [ “ S h in in g  f r o m  t h e  a s h e s ] ,  „ D i e  g r o ß e  
N e o l i t i c u m  M a s c h i n e “ [ „ T h e  g ia n t  n e o l i t h i c a l  
m a c h i n e ] 2

T h e  y o u n g  S t o n e  A g e  p e r io d  r e s p e c t iv e ly  th e  
o n e  t h a t  s ta r te d  in  5 0 0 0  a n d  e n c h a n t e d  p r o g r e s s  
u n t i l  1 8 0 0  B .C . in  t h e  s w i s h in g  o f  s t o n e  b e c o m e s  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  t h r o u g h  fe a tu r e s  as s u c h .  T h is  is 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  r e c a ll  t h e  o v e r a l l  p ic t u r e  i n  w h i c h  
e n v i r o n m e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t  w a s  p r o d u c e d .

W e  c a n  t h u s ,  d i s t i n g u i s h  in  E u r o p e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  m a in  e l e m e n t s  o r  p e r io d s  o f  c u ltu r a l
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d e v e lo p m e n t :

1. th e  m e g a l i t h i c  c e r a m ic s
2 . t h e  c e r a m ic s  o f  th e  r o p e
3 . th e  la c e  o f  c e r a m ic s
4 . th e  c e r a m ic s  o f  th e  c o m b
5 . a n d  t h e  c u lt u r e  o f  t h e  b u c k e t  g lo b e s

The im portance of the people whose name 
started w ith the letter “J” in the development of 
the cultural and religious milieu in the Middle 
and M odern Age

W e  s h o u ld  n o t  fo r g e t  t h a t  t h e  n in t h  o f  M a y  is  
the E u r o p e a n  D a y  c e le b r a te d  a ll  o v e r  th e  w o r l d .  
T h i s  y e a r  2 0 0 9  is  c a l l e d  s y m b o l i c a l l y :  “T h e  
E u r o p e a n  Y e a r  o f  C r e a t iv i t y  a n d  I n n o v a t i o n ” a n d  
t h e  is s u e  o n  p o l l u t i o n  is  t h e  m a jo r  is s u e  o n  d e b a t e  
a ll  o v e r  t h e  p la n e t .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w e  c a n  m e n t i o n  s o m e  g u id in g  
f ig u r e s  th a t  a re  e m b le m a t ic  f o r  E u r o p e ’s c u l t u r e ,  
r e l ig i o n  a n d  fa i t h .

•  J u lia  (3 9  B .C .- 3 6 3  A .D . )  is  t h e  f e m in in e  f o r m  
f r o m  J u l iu s  t h a t  w a s  a m a s c u l in e  n a m e . S h e  w a s  
h e r s e l f  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  A u g u s t u s ,  t h e  e m p e r o r  o f  
R o m e .

•  J u l ia n , t h e  R o m a n  e m p e r o r  (3 6 1 -3 6 3  A .D )  
c a l le d  b y  t h e  C h r is t ia n s  ‘’T n e  A p o s t a t a ” w a s  a 
d iv id e r  ( „ D e r  A b t r ü n n i g e ”) 3 J u l iu s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  w a s  
t h e  f r ie n d  o f  t h e  a r ts  a n d  o f  t h e  s c ie n c e s  a n d  h e  
p r o m o t e d  R a p h a e l  a n d  M ic h e la n g e lo  t o  s ta r t  t h e  
r e c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  S a in t  P e t e r ’s C h u r c h .

•  J u s t in ia n  a n  E a s te r n  R o m a n  E m p e r o r  (5 2 7 -  
5 6 5 )  w o n  b y  t h e  h e lp  o f  h is  f ig h t e r s  B e lis a r  a n d  
N a r s e s  th e  r e g io n s  o f  th e  W e s t e r n  e m p ir e  o c c u p ie d  
b y  t h e  v a n d a ls  a n d  th e  E a s te r n  G o t s .

•  A n d  la s t ,  b u t  n o t  le a s t  J u s t i t ia  w a s  th e  R o m a n  
G o d d e s s  o f  fa ir n e s s  a n d  o b j e c t iv e  j u d g e m e n t .

•  H e i n r ic h  J u n g -S t i l l in g  w a s  a w r i t e r  th a t  w r o t e  
b e t w e e n  (1 7 4 0 - 1 8 1 7 )  a n d  s t u d ie d  w i t h  G o e t h e  in  
S t r a s s b u r g  a n d  b e c a m e  e v e n t u a l l y  a n  
o p h t h a lm o l o g is t :

- “T h e  L ife  o f  H e i n r ic h  S t i l l i n g ”
- “J u n ik ä f e r ” o r  „ J o h a n n e s k ä f e r ” h is  p iv o t a l  

w o r k  is  a f a m il ia r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  15  m m  lo n g  
h a i r y  b r o w n  a n d  y e l l o w  m a y  b u g ; t h e  la r v a e  is v e r y  
d a n g e r o u s  t o  t h e  r o o t s  o f  th e  g r a s s .

H e n c e ,  h u m a n  c i v i l i z a t io n  s t i l l  f ig h t s  a g a in s t  t h e  
t e m p t a t i o n  o f  a n u c le a r  w a r . T h e  p r o b le m s  o f  t h e  
l a s t  c e n t u r y  a r e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t :  m a t e r ia l  n e e d s ,  
v i o l e n c e ,  e g o c e n t r i c i t y ,  “o v e r p o p u l a t i o n ” , s o c ia l  
a n d  n a t i o n a l  i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  a v e r y  f r a g i le  
e q u i l ib r i u m  th a t  is  m e n a c e d  t i m e  a f t e r  t im e ,  it  is  
o n l y  o n e  h a s t y  j e s t  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  c o u ld  b e

tr a n s fo r m e d  i n t o  c r u m b s .
In  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  b u i ld - u p  o f  

t h e  b io s p h e r e  a n d  its  f u n c t i o n a l i t y  as a c o h e r e n t  
o r g a n is m  i t  is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  th e  w a y  h o w  
i t  d e v e lo p e d  a c r o s s  t im e ,  t h e  s a m e  w a y  w e  s t u d y ,  
f o r  in s t a n c e ,  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  m a n  f r o m  t h e  
u n iq u e  c e l l ,  t h e  f e r t i l iz e d  o v u l e  u p  to  th e  m a t u r e  
o r g a n is m  b u i l t  u p  o f  n u m e r o u s  o r g a n s  c a u g h t  u p  in  
a c o m p le x  o r g a n iz a t io n .

S t u d ie s 4 -  h a v e  s h o w n  t h a t  th e  b i o s p h e r e  
e v o l v e d  b y  d iv e r s i f y i n g  s e v e r a l  le v e l s  f r o m  a 
p r im it iv e  s t a g e  o f  T e r r a , o n  w h i c h  th e r e  c o u l d  b e  
c r e a te d  t h e  m o s t  v a r ie d  o r g a n ic  s u b s ta n c e s  u n d e r  
c o n d i t io n s  o f  a r e d u c in g  a t m o s p h e r e ,  u n d e r  t h e  
in f lu e n c e  o f  s o m e  c o s m ic  r a d ia t io n s ,  t h a t  w a s  
q u a l i t a t iv e ly  d if f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  o n e  th a t  c o m e s  t o  
t h e  su r fa c e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  s o i l .  R e s e a r c h  d o n e  in  
G e r m a n y , U .S .A .  a n d  R u s s ia  p r o v e d  th is . T h e  m a i n  
f u n c t io n s  t h a t  w e r e  fu l f i l l e d  b y  t h is  s t r a tu m  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n te d  a v e r y  p r im it iv e  f o r m  o f  l ife  w e r e :

a . ) a p r im i t iv e  p h o t o s y n t h e s i s  a n d
b . ) th e  b u i ld in g  o f  a m a te r ia l  in  a c o l lo id a l  s t a t e .  

In  th is  s t r a t u m  a p p e a r s  a n  e v e n t ,  t h e  o r g a n iz in g  o f  
t h e  f ir s t  l i v i n g  in d iv id u a l iz e d  o r g a n is m s  th a t  r a is e  
t h e  c o l lo id a l  m a te r ia l  t o  a l e v e l  o f  b io  s t r u c t u r e d  
m a te r ia l.

W hat is the prize of sacrifice?

T h e  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t  p o l l u t i o n  
c a u s e d  a p r o b l e m a t i c  d e b a t e  t o  s t ir  m a n y  
q u e s t io n in g s  a f t e r  q u e s t io n in g s  i n  th e  m id - t e r m  
p e r io d  o f  t h e  la s t  2 0 c e n t u r y  as h u m a n  s o c i e t y  
in c r e a s e d  t h e  v a r i e t y  a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f  its  w a s t e ,  
t o x i c  a n d  r a d i o a c t i v e  p r o d u c t s  w h i c h  a r e  a l l  
“r e le a s e d ” in t o  t h e  air w e  b r e a t h e  an d  in t o  o u r  
h o m e s  a n d  l i v i n g  e n v ir o n m e n t .

H o w e v e r ,  f o r  m o s t  c h e m ic a l  p o l lu t a n t s  c a u s e d  
b y  r o u g h  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  e v e n  f o r  
r a d io a c t iv i t y ,  h a r m f u l  e f fe c t s  m a y  b e  d if f ic u lt  t o  
d e m o n s t r a t e  at l o w  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  s o  th e r e  m a y  b e  
p a s s io n a te  d is p u t e s  b e t w e e n  e m i t t e r  a n d  a f f e c t e d  
p u b l ic s .  W h e r e a s  a c id  ra in  b e c a m e  a n  in t e r n a t io n a l  
i s s u e  o z o n e  d e p l e t i o n  is t r u ly  g lo b a l .

T h r o u g h  t h i s  r e t r o s p e c t io n  i n t o  th e  p a s t  t h e  
p r e d o m in a n t  c u l t u r a l  p e r io d s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  w e r e  
ta c k le d  a n d  t h e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  i l lu s t r io u s  f ig u r e s  
th a t  m a r k e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  E u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e  
w e r e  c o in e d . S a m u e l  B e c k e t t  is  o n  o f  th e m , b u t  h i s  
o w n  v i s io n  o f  e n v ir o n m e n t  a n d  n a t u r e  w a s  o n e  o f  
u t m o s t  o r ig in a l i t y  a n d  g e n ia l i t y .
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H o w  d o e s  p o l l u t i o n  a f f e c t  s o c i e t y ’s b e h a v io u r ?

T h e  p o l l u t i o n  p h e n o m e n o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  
b e c a m e  p r o b le m a t i c  in  th e  2 0  c e n t u r y  as p r e v i o u s ly  
s t a t e d  a n d  as l o n g  as h u m a n i t y  in c r e a s e d  th e  v a r i e t y  
a n d  q u a n t i t y  o f  i t s  w a s t e  a n d  t o x i c  p r o d u c t s  w h i c h  
a f f e c t  th e  l i v e s  o f  a ll o r g a n is m s  o n  e a r th .

A l l  c o s m ic  e l e m e n t s  are e n d a n g e r e d :  la n d , w a t e r  
a n d  a ir  a r e  h u g e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  o f  
p o l l u t a n t s  a m o n g  w h i c h  n o i s e ,  h e a t ,  s m o k e ,  
c h e m ic a l s ,  s e w a g e ,  m a n u r e  a n d  r a d i o a c t i v e  
i s o t o p e s 5.

“T h e  C a p i t a l  o f  th e  R u i n s ” is  a f ic t io n a l  s t o r y  
w r i t t e n  b y  S a m u e l  B e c k e t t  a t t h e  e n d  o f  th e  W o r l d  
W a r  II a f t e r  h e  h a d  j o in e d  t h e  R e s is ta n c e  in  
R o u s s i l l o n .

T h u s ,  h a v in g  in  m in d  t h e  fa c t  th a t  th e  d a m a g e  
in f l ic t e d  b y  t h e  w a r  w a s  h u g e  o n e  c a n  o n l y  im a g in e  
h o w  m u c h  t h e  l o s t  im a g e  o f  b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n  
la n d s c a p e  w a s  p r e s e n t  in  t h e  m i n d  o f  th e  n a r r a to r .

O n  w h a t  a y e a r  a g o  w a s  a g r a s s  s lo p e , l y i n g  in  
t h e  a n g le  t h a t  t h e  V ir e  a n d  B a y e u x  r o a d s  m a k e  as  
t h e y  u n i t e  at t h e  e n tr a n c e  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  o p p o s i t e  
w h a t  r e m a in s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  s t u d -  
fa r m  in  F r a n c e ,  a g e n e r a l h o s p i t a l  n o w  s t a n d s  
(B e c k e t t ,  2 7 5 ) 6.

T h e  w a s t e  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n s t i t u t e s  s t i l l  a b ig  
c h a l le n g e ,  o n e  t h a t  th a t  h a s  t o  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  
m u c h  s e r io u s n e s s  a n d  d e d ic a t io n ,  le s t  w e  s h o u l d  
d e a l  w i t h  a d e g r a d in g  s i t u a t io n ,  s im ila r  t o  t h a t  
p ic t u r e d  b y  B e c k e t t  in  1946 :

G e r m a n  p r is o n e r s  o f  w a r , a n d  ca su a l la b o r e r s  
a ttr a c te d  b y  t h e  r e la t iv e  f o o d -  p le n t y ,  b u t  s o o n  
d is c o u r a g e d  b y  h o u s in g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  c o n t in u e ,  t w o  
y e a r s  a fte r  t h e  l ib e r a t io n ,  t o  c le a r  a w a y  th e  d e b r i s ,  
l i t e r a l ly  b y  h a n d 7. (B e c k e t t ,  2 7 7 )

H a v in g  in  m i n d  th e  fa c t  t h a t  n o w a d a y s  w e  
e n c o u n t e r  a d e a t h  r a te  o f  4 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
p o p u la t i o n  b y  t h e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  b a d  s a n it a t io n  a n d  
h y g ie n e  w e  c a n  o n l y  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  th e  o u t b r e a k  o f  
e m e r g e n t  w a t e r b o r n e  p a t h o g e n s 8-  in  w a t e r  r e m a in s  
a c a t e g o r y  s t i l l  t o  b e  ta c k le d  b y  o u r  g e n e r a t io n 9-; 
W e  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  v ia b le  a n d  c le a n  s y s t e m s  f r o m  
t h e  e c o n o m i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  T h a t  in c lu d e s  g o o d s  
t r a in s  a n d  a n  in n o v a t io n  in  w h a t  c o n c e r n s  t h o s e  
t r a in s  th a t  t r a n s p o r t  v e h ic l e s  a n d  sh ip  v e s s e l s .  
O t h e r w i s e  w e  m i g h t  p e r i s h  b y  c h o k i n g  a n d  
s u f f o c a t io n .

T h e  u s a g e  o f  a lte r n a t iv e  a n d  r e c y c la b le  e n e r g y  
s o u r c e s  im p l i e s  a c h a n g e  o r  s h i f t  o f  th e  w a y  t o  
c o n s u m e  a n d  t o  p r o d u c e ,  a n d  a n  in c r e a se  in  t h e

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a ir  an d  th e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  n o i s e 10. T h e  
a c t iv a t io n  o f  t e c h n o lo g ie s  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t io n  o f  th e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  th e  s e p a r a t io n  a n d  d iv i s i o n  o f  
w a s te  is  “h i g h l y ” an d  b a d ly  n e e d e d .

T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  c h a n g e s  in  a c c o r d a n c e  t o  
p e o p le ’s h a b i t s  a n d  c u lt u r a l  t r a d it io n s . T h u s ,  th e  
a w a r e n e s s  o f  p r o t e c t in g  o u r  e n v ir o n m e n t  as it  w e r e  
o u r  “d a i l y  b r e a d ” a n d  l i k e  t h e  air w e  b r e a t h e  
b e c a m e  a n  im p e r a t iv e  f o r  a ll  E u r o p e a n  c i t i z e n s .  W e  
d o  n o t  n e e d  ca ra v a n s  o r  “ o t h e r  m e a n s ” t o  b e c o m e  
a w a r e  o f  t h a t .  T h e  h u g e  n u m b e r  in  c a r s , th e  
c o m m e r c ia l  n a v a l  tra d e  a n d  t h e  u sa g e  o f  s p r a y  t u b e s  
c o n t r ib u t e  t o  th e  in c r e a se  o f  c a r b o - d y o x in e  a n d  o f  
th e  t o x i c  g a s s e s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  g r e e n  h o u s e  
e f fe c ts  a n d  f o r  th e  d e p le t io n  o f  t h e  o z o n e  la y e r .

“S e d e n d o  e t  Q u i e s c e n d o ” is  a “p e r f e c t” s h o r t -  
s t o r y  t h a t  B e c k e t t  w r o t e  in  (1 9 5 0 -1 9 5 2 )  a n d  w h i c h  
b e c o m e s  m o r e  e m b le m a t ic  o f  h is  g r e en  v i s i o n  a n d  
v o ic e :

J ’a im e  e t  je  v e u x  p a a l ir .  L iv id  r a p tu r e  o f  a 
Z u r b a r a n  S t .O n a n .  S c h w in d s u c h t  a n d  p o l l u t i o n  in  
a t u n n e l  i n  t h e  T h e b a id . S t r a n g e  e x a lte d  d e a t h .  P lu s  
p r e c ie u s e  q u e  la  v ie ,  th e  d i r t y  d o g ! 11 (B e c k e t t ,  15 )

A s  B e c k e t t ’s c r it ic is m  b e c o m e s  e v id e n t  h e r e ,  w e  
m u s t  o n l y  s t r e s s  th e  fa c t t h a t  t h e  r e a lit ie s  r e n d e r e d  
h e r e  a re  d ir e c t  r e su lts  o f  r e p e a t e d  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  
se v e r a l d is a s t e r s  an d  c a t a c ly s m s  o f  n a tu r e . H e  w a s  
p r o b a b ly  i m p ly i n g  th a t t h e  s c ie n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  w a s  
v e r y  m u c h  c o n d i t io n e d  b y  t h e  r e lig io u s  d im e n s i o n  
in  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  e x p la in in g  t h e  m a k in g  o f  th e  
u n iv e r s e . H e  f e l t  at th is  p o i n t  a h u g e  d i s s o n a n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  c u ltu r a l , r e l ig io u s  a p p r o a c h  t o  s e e in g  
th e  u n iv e r s e  a n d  th e  s c ie n t i f i c  t e c h n ic a l  a p p r o a c h  o f  
a p p l ia n c e  o f  th e  r e l i g i o u s  p r in c ip le s  i n  t h e  
im m e d ia t e  w o r l d  and  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h is  p i e c e  o f  
s h o r t  p r o s e  is  v e r y  m u c h  a r e f le c t io n  o f  t n e  ta s t e  
a n d  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w ith  t h e  e v e n t s  at th a t p a r t ic u la r  
m o m e n t  i n  t im e .

T h u s ,  b y  b r in g in g  s o m e  im a g e s  o f  o u r  h i s t o r y  
in t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  w e  c a n  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  th e  
le s s o n s  t h a t  w e  g o t  s e e m  n o t  c a r e fu lly  a n d  c l o s e l y  
e n o u g h  a n a ly z e d  and  a re  t h u s  im m e d ia t e ly  e r a s e d  
as i f  b y  a “ m a g ic ” s p o n g e . T h e  e r r o r s  o f  h i s t o r y  are  
r e p e a te d  a l l  o v e r  again  in  t i m e  l ik e  B e c k e t t  u s e d  t o  
im p ly  a n d  t h e  fa c t th a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  k n o w  i f  s u c h  a 
b e a u t i f u l  w o r d  l ik e  “i p s i s s i m o s i t y ” ( r e p e a t ' 1 b y  
th e  s a m e  w o r d s  all o v e r  a g a in )  e x is ts  re ir  
p u z z le  a n d  a w o n d e r  f o r  t h e  rea d er:

. . .w h o s e  c r is is  s e e m e d  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  
o f  h is  p r e c i o u s  ip s i s s im o s i t y  i f  su c h  
w o r d  m a y  b e  sa id  to  e x is t  i t  p le a se d  
t h in k  o f  h im s e l f  as a k i n d  o f  eas
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G e o r g e  a t t h e  C o u r t  o f  M i l e d e n d o 12. ( B e c k e t t , 1 1 5 )

T h is  p ie c e  o f  s h o r t  s t o r y  “A  W e t  N i g h t ” c o u l d  
b e  r e g a r d e d  as a n  im p r e s s iv e  t e x t  w h i c h  c h a r m s  t h e  
r e a d e r  in s t a n t ly .

P a in  a n d  s u f f e r in g  b e c o m e  l e i t - m o t i f s  a l l  
t h r o u g h o u t  B e c k e t t ’s w o r k .  I t  is  a d a i ly  c o n s t a n t  o f  
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  m a n  th a t  c o u l d  s o m e t im e s  e v e n  
t r a n s f o r m  i t s e l f  in t o  c h a r i ty  a n d  e v e n  g o o d n e s s .

H e  s t r u c k  a m a tc h  a n d  l o o k e d  at h is  w a t c h .  I t  
h a d  s t o p p e d .  P a t i e n c e ,  a  p u b l i c  c l o c k  w o u l d  
o b l i g e 15.

H is  f e e t  p a in e d  h im  s o  m u c h  t h a t  h e  t o o k  o f f  h i s  
p e r f e c t ly  g o o d  b o o t s  a n d  t h r e w  t h e m  a w a y , w i t h  
b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  s o m e  e a r ly  b ir d  f o r  a M e r r y  
C h r is t m a s .  T h e n  h e  se t  o f f  t o  p a d d le  th e  w h o l e  w a y  
h o m e ,  h is  t o e s  r e jo ic in g  in  t h e i r  f r e e d o m . ( B e c k e t t ,  
8 3 )

W e  r e m a r k  th e  t o n a l i t y  a n d  in t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  
m o m e n t  t h a t  in  i t s e l f  is c r u c ia l  a n d  d e b a u c h in g  in  
t h e  l i f e  o f  a m a n  th a t  s a c r if ic e d  h is  l i f e  fo r  th e  w e l l ­
b e in g  o f  h is  f a m i ly .  I f  w e  a re  t o  c o n s id e r  th a t  in  5 
y e a r s  f r o m  t h i s  p o in t  in  t im e ,  t h e  w r i t in g  o f  “W h a t  
a M is f o r t u n e ” , th e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  s ta r te d  w e  
m u s t  n o t  w o n d e r  s o  m u c h  a b o u t  o u r  o w n  n a t u r e  
a n d  n o t  a b o u t  o u r  o w n  G o d  o r  r e f le c t io n s  o f  
h im s e l f  in  u s  o r  o th e r s  o f  o u r  o w n  “k in d ” . T h e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  is  o u r  m o s t  p r e c i o u s  th in g !?  B u t  d o  
w e  a ll  h a v e  o u r  d e s e r v e d  m e r i t e d  p la c e  o n  e a r th  o r  
w i t h i n  it?  I d o  n o t  k n o w .

T h u s ,  w e  h a v e  a p e r fe c t  p i c t u r e  o f  a s u p r e m e  a c t  
o f  s a c r i f ic e  o f  a m a n  f o r  h is  f a m i l y  a n d  a f in a l  a c t  o f  
r e le a s e  a n d  f r e e d o m  fr o m  a ll p a in  a n d  s u f f e r in g .

Language and environm ent

M e t i c u l o u s  a t t e n t io n  t o  B e c k e t t ’s s h o r t - p r o s e  
w r i t in g s  w a s  o f f e r e d  b y  r e n o w n e d  c r it ic s , a ll  t h e  
s a m e :

I t  is  a c u r io u s  a n d  s ig n i f ic a n t  fa c t  th a t  t h e  
language o f  im a g in a t io n  at t h i s  s ta g e  in  B e c k e t t ’s  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  as it  t o u c h e s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  is  n o t  
r e p r e s e n t a t io n a l  in  t h e  s e n s e  in  w h i c h  s u c h  
la n g u a g e  is  s a id  t o  b e  in  s o m e  r e a d in g s  o f  R o m a n t i c  
p o e t r y  o r  t h e  n in e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  n o v e l .  H a v i n g  
w a g e d  a w a r  a g a in s t  th r e a d b a r e  p o e t i c i z i n g  o n  t h e  
o n e  h a n d  a n d  a g a in s t  r e p r e s e n t a t io n a l i s m  o n  t h e  
o t h e r ,  B e c k e t t  is  b o u n d  t o  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  n e w  a n d  
in t e r e s t in g  t o  s a y  w h e n  h e  t u r n s  t o  th e  w o r l d  o f  
n a t u r e .  B e c k e t t ’s e a r ly  w o r k s  s h o w  h o w  h e  s c o r n e d  
t h e  h a b i t  q u a  h a b it  o f  m e n t i o n i n g  n a t u r a l  
p h e n o m e n a  (“ T h e  p a s t u r e s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e

t o r r e n t ia l  r a in s ,  w e r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  m e a g e r  a n d  
s t r e w n  w i t h  b o u ld e r s ”) , a n d  h i s  g u a r d e d -n e s s  a b o u t  
th is  a n d  a b o u t  th e  “l i f e  in  t h e  T ight” in  How It Is 
c le a r ly  h a d  s o m e  in f lu e n c e  i n  t h e  e x tr e m e  e x e r c i s e ,  
w h ic h  I c a l l e d  th e  a t t r i t io n  o f  p o e t r y ,  t h r o u g h o u t  
th e  R o t u n d a  c y c l e . [ e m p h a s i s  in  t h e  o r i g i n a l ]  
(D a v ie s ,  1 7 3 ) '4

W e  h a v e  in t e n t io n a l  e l i s i o n  o f  h y p h e n a t e d  
w o r d s  in  t h e  c a se  o f  s e v e r a l  s h o r t - s to r ie s :

T h e  p o w e r  o f  im a g in a t iv e  r e a li t y  is  s u c h  th a t  
th e  n a r r a to r  c a n n o t  s i m p l y  r id  h is  t e x t s  o f  i t ,  as 
th o u g h  s c r a p in g  a w a y  d is p e n s a b le  m a te r ia l:  t h e  
la n g u a g e  o f  im a g in a t io n  h a s  t h e  h id d e n  s t r e n g t h  o f  
w e e d s  t h a t  p u s h  t h r o u g h  r o a d s  a n d  p a v e m e n t s .  
A fte r  s u c h  r ig o r o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  te s t  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  
th is  l a n g u a g e ,  B e c k e t t  g iv e s  i t  f r e e  p la y  in  h i s  m o s t  
r e c e n t  p r o s e ,  c o v e r in g  t h e  d e c a d e  1 9 73 - 8 3 . B e c k e t t  
is a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  tr u th  o f  im a g in a t iv e  r e a l i t y  d o e s  
l ie  n o t  o n l y  in  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  th e  p h e n o m e n a  
r e fe r r e d  t o  b y  la n g u a g e  b u t  a ls o , f o r  t h e  a r t is t  
p a r t ic u l a r l y ,  in  th e  i c o n o g r a p h y  o f  l a n g u a g e .  
(A lb r ig h t , 1 7 3 ) 15

A l t h o u g h  o t h e r  s h o r t - s t o r i e s  o f  B e c k e t t  
m a in ta in  t h e  sa m e  sad  a n d  s o b e r  t o n a l i t y  a s it  is 
a lw a y s  t h e  c a s e  w ith  h is  w r i t i n g ,  s o m e  p r e s e r v e  
s o m e  c o l o r  as fo r  in s ta n c e  b lu e ,  th e  s y m b o l  o f  
p u r ity  in  im p r e s s io n is t ic  p a in t in g s :

B u t  i n  Imagination Dead Imagine a n d  All 
Strange Away, t h e  n a r r a to r  is  n o t a b ly  p o w e r l e s s  to  
p r e v e n t  t h e  c o l o r  b lu e  f r o m  a p p e a r in g  a n d  u n a b le  
to  c o u n t e r  h i s  la n g u a g e ’s in s i s t e n c e  o n  s o f t e n i n g  
o c c a s io n a l ly  t o  m a k e  a h a r m o n i o u s ,  n o t  d i s s o n a n t ,  
m u s ic . T h i s  a p p lie s  e v e n  in  t h e  m id d le  o f  Ping: 
“O n l y  ju s t  p e r h a p s  a n a tu r e  a m e a n in g  o n e  s e c o n d  
a lm o s t  n e v e r  b lu e  and  w h i t e  i n  t h e  w in d  t h a t  m u c h  
m e m o r y  a l m o s t  n e v e r . . . ’’D a v i e s ,  1 7 3 )—

T h e r e f o r e  w e  e n c o u n t e r  s e v e r a l  p e c u l ia r i t i e s  
w h ic h  w e  p r o b a b ly  d o  n o t  c o n s id e r  or u s i n g  w i t h  
th e  sa m e  e n t h u s ia s m  to d a y :

B e c k e t t ’s c h a r a c te r s  o w n  b ic y c le s  a n d  t a k e  th e  
tra in  a n d  u s e  t h e  t e le p h o n e ,  b u t  fo r  th e  m o s t  p a r t  
c o u ld  d w e l l  i n  th e  f o u r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o r  t h e  
t w e n t y - f o u r t h  w i t h o u t  s e r i o u s l y  c o m p r o m i s i n g  
th e m s e lv e s .  F u tu r is t  e x h i la r a t io n  in  t e c h n o l o g y  w a s  
fo r e ig n  t o  B e c k e t t ’s t e m p e r a m e n t 17.( A lb r ig h t ,  1)

B e c k e t t ’s r e la t io n  t o  t e c h n o l o g y  is  v e r y  s p e c ia l  
a n d  o r i g i n a l  a t th e  s a m e  t i m e  m y s t e r i o u s ;  
n e v e r th e T e ss  h e  h a d  h is  o w n  p e r s o n a l  w a y  o f
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d e a l in g  w i t h  it:

A l o o f ,  e r e m i t i c a l ,  B e c k e t t  w r o t e  a b o u t  
t e c h n o l o g y  as i f  i t  w e r e  s o m e b o d y  e l s e ’s 
e n v i r o n m e n t .  In  t h e  s c r ip t  fo r  Film (1 9 6 4 ) , h e  
t h r o w s  u p  h is  h a n d s :  “T h is  p o s e s  a p r o b l e m  o f  
im a g e s  w h i c h  1 c a n n o t  s o l v e  w i t h o u t  t e c h n ic a l  h e lp  
. . .  p e r h a p s  I e x a g g e r a t e  i t s  d i f f i c u l t y  t h r o u g h  
t e c h n i c a l  ig n o r a n c e .” O n  t h e  o th e r  h a n d ,  B e c k e t t ’s 
c o l l a b o r a t o r s  o f t e n  n o t e d  th a t  h e  h a d  a c a n n y  a n d  
d e t a i le d  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p o s s ib i l i ­
t ie s .  T h i s  b o o k  a r g u e s  [Beckett and Asthetics] th a t  
B e c k e t t ’s w h o l e  c a n o n  is  i n t im a t e ly  e n g a g e d  w i t h  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  p r o b le m s :  v a c u u m  t u b e s ,  a m p li t u d e  
m o d u l a t i o n ,  m a g n e t iz in g  h e a d s , e v e n  c o m p u t e r  
p r o g r a m s  a re  p r e s e n t  e i t h e r  e x p l i c i t l y  o r  in  q u a s i-  
a l le g o r ic a l  fo r m . ( A lb r ig h t ,  l ) 18

B e c k e t t ’s p ie c e , ’’L e s s n e s s ” , d is p la y s  a s im ila r  
”r e p e t i t i o n - w i t h - i n c r e m e n t a t i o n ” p r o g r e s s i o n  as 
„ F o r  t o  E n d  Y e t  A g a i n ” . M a n y  o f  B e c k e t t ’s p ie c e s ,  
b e a r  a f f in i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  d r a m a t ic  m o n o l o g u e  a n d  
th u s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  L a n g u a g e  p o e t s ’ c o n c e r n  
w i t h  w r i t i n g  as o p p o s e d  t o  s p e e c h . T h e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
S a m u e l  B e c k e t t  is  n o t i c e a b l e  in  t h e  w o r k  o f  
n u m e r o u s  L a n g u a g e  p o e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  B o b  
P e r e lm a n ,  M ic h a e l  D a v i d s o n ,  a n d  S t e v e n  R o d e fe r ,  
w h o s e  p r o s e  p o e m s  i n  Passing Duration, are  
r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  th e  r e d u c t i v e  a n d  m e t i c u l o u s l y  
r e n d e r e d  la n d s c a p e s  t h a t  are  b a r e , t im e le s s  a n d  
c o lo u r le s s .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  e p i s t e m o lo g ic a l  p r e m is e s  o f  
m a n y  L a n g u a g e  p o e t s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  a n o t i o n  o f  th e  
s e l f  a s t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  i t s  c u ltu r a l  a n d  l in g u is t i c -  
e n v i r o n m e n t  w h ic h  is  la r g e ly  in c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  
t h e  s u b j e c t i v i s t  in w a r d n e s s  c h a r a c t e r i z in g  t h e  
m o d e r n i s t  in t e r io r  m o n o l o g u e :

T h e r e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e , n o  s u c h  t h in g  a s a n  a b r u p t  
s h i f t  f r o m  a s e lf -p r e s e n t  m o d e r n is t  s p e a k e r  t o  a 
“s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  s e l f - a l i e n a t e d ” p o s t m o d e r n  
n a r r a to r . A  m o r e  c o m p l e x  a n a ly s is  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  
d e a l w i t h  (q u a n t ita t iv e  a n d  q u a l ita t iv e )  degrees o f  
s e l f - p r e s e n c e  a n d  s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n  a n d  w o u l d  
c e r t a in ly  b r in g  to  l ig h t  a n u m b e r  o f  “p o s t m o d e r n ” 
fe a t u r e s  i n  m o d e r n is t  n a r r a t iv e s  o f  c o n s c io u s n e s s .  
W h i le  J a m e s  J o y c e ’s Ulysses, f o r  in s t a n c e ,  s e e k s  t o  
d ilu t e  t h e  s e l f  in  th e  a n o n y m o u s  art o f  p a r o d y ,  D a r i  
a n d  A d d i e  B u n d r e n  in  F a u lk n e r ’s As I Lay Dying 
are t w o  “ m o d e r n i s t ” c h a r a c te r s  w h o  a r e  w e l l  a w a r e  
th a t  t h e y  “t h in k  w h e r e  t h e y  are n o t . ” .. .  O t h e r  
e x a m p le s  o f  la n g u a g e -o r ie n t e d  w r i t in g  s u b v e r t in g  
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  f o r m u l a e  o f  
e x i s t in g  p r o s e  g e n r e s  i n c lu d e ,  b e s id e s  P e r e lm a n ’s

sursa: http://www.thessalonikibookfair.com/2006/html/images/dts/Leaving.jpg

“A n  A u t o b i o g r a p h y ,” B e r n a d e t t e  M a y e r ’s p r o s e  
j o u r n a l  in  Memory, H a n n a h  W e r n e r ’s Clairvoyant 
Journal, E r ic a  H u n t ’s u n s i g n e d  a n d  u n t i t l e d  
“l e t t e r s ,” a n d  J a m e s  S h e r r y ’s n o v e l  In Case, a 
p lo t l e s s  d e t e c t iv e  s t o r y  a im e d  a t e x p o s in g  t h e  
t r o p o - l o g i c a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  “ h a r d w a r e ” o f  t h e  
t r a d it io n a l  th r i l l e r .  In  th e s e  w o r k s ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  
g e n r e  i t s e l f  is  o n c e  a g a in  u n d e r s t o o d  as a n  e p is t e m ic  
a n d  i d e o lo g ic a l ly  la d e n  c a t e g o r y ,  r a th e r  th a n  as a 
s e t  o f  in n o c e n t  f o r m a l  fe a tu r e s . ( D e l v i l l e ,  2 6 5 ) 19

I n  t h e  t e x t s  o f  B e c k e t t s ’ la te r  s h o r t - p r o s e  t h e r e  is  
a c a p t u r e  m a d e  e v id e n t  th a t  p r o j e c t s  a n  in t r ig u in g  
a n d  i m p r e s s i v e  p ic t u r e  o f  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  
la n d s c a p e .

In  th e  t e x t s  n o w  u n d e r  d i s c u s s io n ,  th e  person is  
m o r e  a f fe c te d  b y  g r a y n e s s  th a n  t h e  s c e n e  is: Enough 
a n d  From an Abandoned Work h a v e  f e r t i l e  
la n d s c a p e s  b u t  b a r r e n  tr a v e le r s .

I n  th e  t h r e e  Still t e x t s  a n d  in  Old Earth (1 9 7 3 -7 4 )  
t h e  e n v ir o n m e n t  is  m u c h  m o r e  in t im a t e  th a n  in  
Enough a n d  From an Abandoned Work, w h ic h  r e la te  
t o  a n  e a r lie r  p e r io d  in  B e c k e t t ’s o e u v r e  (1 9 6 6  a n d
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1 9 5 4 , r e s p e c t iv e ly ) .  T h e  j o u r n e y  so  c r u c ia l  i n  t h o s e  
t w o  t e x t s  is  o v e r  b y  t h e  t i m e  o f  Still. F r o m  th is  
p o i n t  o n w a r d  th e  “s c e n e ” f o r  n e a r ly  a ll o f  B e c k e t t ’s 
p r o s e  w i l l  in c lu d e  a h o u s e ,  w in d o w s ,  a t r e e ,  a 
g a r d e n , o r  a n  o p e n  h i l l s i d e .  T h e  “f a m il ia r ” s c e n e  is 
n o  l o n g e r  “o n e  o f  g r a n d e u r  a n d  d e s o la t io n ” -  an  
a t t i t u d e  w h i c h  b e g a n  w i t h  More Pricks’s “W i c k l o w  
fu l l  o f  b r e a s t s  w ith  p i m p l e s ” a n d  e n d e d  in  t h e  d e se r t  
w a s t e  o f  For to Ena Yet Again -  b u t  t h e  f a m i l ia r ly  
f a m i l ia r  o n e  o f  in t im a c y  a n d  s h o r t  d is ta n c e s .  I f  th e  
c i r c u l a r i t y  o f  th e  h o u s e  t e m p t s  u s  t o  s e e  i t  ju s t  as 
a n o t h e r  r o tu n d a , its  l i g h t e d  w i n d o w s  a n d  w o o d e n  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a lo n e  w i t h  t h e  far  m o r e  p e r v a s iv e  
o t h e r  d if f e r e n c e s  B e t w e e n  th e s e  t e x t s  a n d  th e  
R o t u n d a  t e x t s ,  s h o u l d  s e r v e  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  
s p e c u l a t i o n .  T h e  i n t i m a c y  is  n o t  o f  c o u r s e  a lw a y s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  s o c ia l ,  s i n c e  t h e s e  t e x t s  a l l  c e n t e r  
a r o u n d  a  p e r s o n  m o s t l y  a l o n e ”; o u t  it  c e r t a in ly  
c a lm s  t h e  p a n ic  a n d  n e r v o u s  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  e a r lie r  
w o r k s .  A n  in t im a te  e n v i r o n m e n t  l ik e  t h e  l o g  c a b in  
c a n n o t  a b s o r b  i m p o t e n t  a n g e r  as “v a s t  f r e s c o e s ,  
d a s h e d  o f f  w i t h  l o a t h i n g  e x c e l l e n t l y  c a n ,  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  s u c h  a n g e r  s u b s id e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
s e n s i b i l i t i e s  ta k e  its  p la c e .  I n  Old Earth t h e  n a r r a to r  
is  m e d i t a t i v e ly  a b s o r b e d  i n  th e  s u m m e r  e v e n in g :  
c o c k c h a f e r  b e e t le s  a r e  t h e  im m e d ia t e  o b j e c t  o f  
m e d i t a t i o n .  Old Earth s h o w s  e s p e c ia l ly  c l e a r ly  h o w  
a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  t h e  k i n d  d e s c r ib e d  i n  i t  a n d  in  
t h e  Still t e x t s  is e s s e n t ia l  t o  a w a k e n in g  t h e  n a r r a to r  
t o  e l e v a t e d ,  t r a n c e l ik e  s t a t e s  a n d  t o  h i s  b e in g  
“d r e a m t  a w a y ,” in  t h e  w o r d s  o f  s o u n d s .  (D a v ie s ,  
1 7 2 )20

W ater our health

W a t e r  is  an  i n e x o r a b le  in g r e d ie n t  o f  d a i ly  l i fe  
a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  w e  n e e d  t o  k e e p  it  c l e a n  a n d  
u n p o l l u t e d .  A s  w a t e r  is  a  p r ic e le s s  r e s o u r c e 21 th a t  
c a n  n o t  b e  ta k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d ,  a ccess  t o  c l e a n  w a t e r  
is  e s s e n t ia l .  A t  th e  s a m e  t im e  h u m a n  a c t iv it ie s  
m i g h t  in f lu e n c e  its  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n t i ty .  T h e  E . U .  
is  p u t t i n g  in  p la c e  a r a n g e  o f  l e g is la t io n  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  d r in k in g  w a te r , b a t h i n g  w a te r , s u r fa c e  w a t e r  
a n d  g r o u n d w a t e r  a c r o s s  E u r o p e  r e a c h  a h ig h  le v e l  
o f  c l e a n l in e s s  in  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  h u m a n  h e a l t h  a n d  
t h e  e n v ir o n m e n t .  C e n t r a f  t o  a t ta in in g  t h e s e  g o a ls  is  
t h e  w a t e r  f r a m e w o r k  d ir e c t iv e ,  a d o p t e d  in  2 0 0 0  
a n d  n o w  b e in g  i m p le m e n t e d  b y  m e m b e r  s ta te s . 
T h e  E . U .  h as a lso  r e c e n t l y  p u b l is h e d  a s t r a t e g y  to  
e n s u r e  t h a t  E u r o p e ’s s e a s  a n d  o c e a n s  are  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  h e a l t h y  b y  2 0 2 1 . T h e  m a r in e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  fa ces  m a n y  th r e a ts  l ik e  p o l l u t i o n ,  
o v e r - f i s h in g  an d  c l im a t e  c h a n g e ,  t o  m e n t i o n  o n l y  a 
f e w .  I t  is  im p e r a t iv e  t h a t  w e  p r o t e c t  t h e  m a r in e  
e c o s y s t e m s  th a t are n o t  o n l y  a c r u c ia l  p a r t  o f  th e

w o r l d ’s b io d iv e r s i t y ,  b u t  a ls o  th e  r e s o u r c e  b a se  th a t  
u n d e r p in s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  m a n  b y  
c o a s ta l  r e g io n s  a n d  t h u s  m i l l i o n s  o f  j o b s .

T h i s  im p l ie s  a l o t  o f  w o r k  o n  th e  s id e  o f  p u b l ic  
a d m in i s t r a t io n  (A g e n d a  2 1 - fo r  S ib iu )  o f  o u r  t o w n  
b u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  a c h a n g e  in  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  
c i t i z e n s  is  s o m e t im e s  a ls o  v e r y  m u c h  w e lc o m e d .

Conclusions

T h e  c o m p o u n d  s e n t e n c e  w h i c h  r e m a in s  
u n f in i s h e d  - a n d  s e e m s  t o  b e  a p o s s ib l e  r e p ly  t o  t h e  
f in a l  m o n o l o g u e  o f  J o y c e ’s “U l y s s e s ” - d o e s  n o t  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d  is  a p o s s i b l e
i n c o m p r e h e n s ib le  m a iz e ,  b u t  o n l y  a b le  t o  s h o w  th e  
m o s t  v a r io u s  o f  its  fa c e s , c a p a b le  t o  c o n s t r a in t  a n d  
f r ig h t e n  u s ,  r e m in d in g  u s  th a t  th e  o r d e r in g  o f  th e  
r e a l  s u r p a s s e s  a lw a y s  o u r  lo g i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  
la n d m a r k s .

T h e  w o r k  o f  B e c k e t t  e v o lv e s  in  a n  o p e n  w a y 22 
b e t w e e n  fa ls e  a n d  t r u e ,  a m o n g  u s e le s s  p e o p le  th a t  
l o s t  t h e i r  s e n s e  o f  l i f e .  B e y o n d  t h e  d e a th  o f  
i m a g in a t io n  th e r e  h a s  t o  b e g in  a n o t h e r  o n e .  B u t  it  
is  n e i t h e r  t h e  s u p e r la t iv e s  th a t  d o  h a v e  a n y  c h a r m  
a n y  m o r e ,  n o r  d o  s o m e  p o s i t iv e  a n s w e r s  s a t is fy  
a n y m o r e .  T h e  m y t h  b e c o m e s  a fa r  a w a y  
r e m e m b r a n c e ,  th e  p e o p l e  m o v e  e x a c t l y  as s o m e  
c o r p s e s  o r  m o r e  p r e c i s e l y ,  as s o m e  b o d ie s  
d is p o s s e s s e d  o f  s o m e  v i t a l  o r g a n s . B e y o n d  t h i s  
w o r l d  t h e r e  is th e  n o t h in g n e s s .  I t g e n e r a te s  fe a r , 
a n x i e t y ,  a n d  r e s t le s s n e s s  i n  fr o n t  o f  t h e  u n k n o w n .  
B e c k e t t ’s p r o s e  w a s  r ig h t e o u s ly  g iv e n  t h e  la b e l  “s u r ­
r e a l i s t i c ” a n d  w a s  sa id  t o  h a v e  b e e n  in s p ir e d  b y  
p a i n t i n g  (B ra m  v a n  V e ld e ,  M a l o v i t c h ,  A r ik h a ,  
H o n t h o r s t ,  C a r r a v a g io , R a ffa e l) , m u s ic  (S c h u b e r t ,  
B e e t h o v e n )  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  (D e s c a r te s ,  G e u l in x ,  
P a s c a l ,  D e m o c r i t u s )  a n d  th e r e fo r e  t o  p o s s e s s  t h e  
t o n a l i t y  a n d  r h y t h m  o f  m u s ic .

T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e c o s y s t e m  is  a f f e c t in g  m in o r  
f l u c t u a t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  b e  m a g n i f i e d  b y  t h e  
i n t e r a c t io n s  b e t w e e n  s p e c ie s :  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  t h e  
d e t r im e n t a l  e f f e c t  o f  p e s t ic id e s  c a n  h a v e  o n  b ir d  
p o p u la t i o n s .  M o n i t o r i n g  p o l l u t i o n  p a t h w a y s  a n d  
e f f e c t s  is  a fo r m id a b le  is s u e  f o r  e n v ir o n m e n t a l  
s c i e n t i s t s ,  b u t  s o lv in g  p o l l u t i o n  p r o b l e m s  is  m o r e  
t h a n  a t e c h n ic a l  is su e .

W h a t  d o  w e  c h o o s e ?  Is  it  th e  r e la t iv e  tr u th  o r  
t h e  aura mediocris t h a t  w e  se a r c h  fo r ?  H o p e f u l l y  it  
is  n o t  o n l y  a s in g le  o n e  s o lu t io n  t h a t  w e  c h o o s e .  I t  
is  h ig h  t i m e  th a t  w e  s e a r c h e d  f o r  v ia b le  s o lu t io n s  
w i t h  a l o n g  t e r m  e f f e c t .  B e c k e t t ’s e n v ir o n m e n t a l  
“p r o b l e m s ” a n d  h is  w a y  o f  d e a l in g  w i t h  t h i s  
d e l ic a t e  i s s u e  w e r e  in  d ir e c t  r e la t io n  w i t h  th e  w a r .  
T o d a y  w e  h a v e  t o  c o n f r o n t  w i t h  o t h e r  d if f ic u lt ie s  
as f o r  in s t a n c e  g lo b a l  w a r m in g  a n d  w e  w o u l d  r e s o r t
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t o  s im ila r  o r  a l t e r n a t iv e  w a y s  o f  c o n f r o n t in g  t h e s e  
v e r y  c o n f u s in g  a n d  e v e n  c o n t r o v e r s ia l  is su e s .
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